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About Disney Imaginations
Shanghai Design Challenge

Disney Imaginations Shanghai wasllaunched by Shanghai Disney Resort in
2018, with the purpose of seeking out and nurturing the next generation
of diverse Imagineers. The competition is committed to bringing the best
of Disney’s creative practices to local industries and to cultivating young
talent in China, and was inspired by the Disney Imaginations design
competition, designed, created and sponsored by Walt Disney
Imagineering (WDI) in the United States in 1991. Throughout the years,
hundreds of university students have participated in this competition and
had the opportunity to present their talents to Imagineers. Many have
gone on to become Interns with Walt Disney Imagineering and fulfill their
dream of working alongside Imagineers to create future theme park
experiences.

Since its inception, Disney Imaginations Shanghai has attracted hundreds
of university students to participate in the competition, and many of the
finalists from the previous events have been offered internship
opportunities at Shanghai Disney Resort, many going on to become
official Cast Members and Imagineers at the resort. This year, we are
continuing this competition with 20 local universities and colleges and we
are looking forward to seeing more outstanding creative and design
talents participate.

Disney Imaginations Shanghai is an opportunity for students to showcase
their skills and talents through a design challenge. Students will work in
interdisciplinary teams to deliver a concept leveraging their various
artistic, technical and communication skills. Teams have to leverage their
various artistic, technical and communication skills to prepare a
submission, using varied platforms such as
graphics/models/games/videos, to appeal to judges whose backgrounds
include a wide array of creative and technical disciplines.

*None of the submissions will be used for the development of theme parks. ,
The competition only serves as a creative way for Walt Disney ‘Imagineering
Shanghai and Shanghai Disneyland Resort to seek out future creative talents
for theme park design.
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Who Can Enter

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age
and in one of the following universities:

Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Tongji University
East China Normal University
East China University of Science and Technology
Donghua University
Shanghai University
Shanghai Theatre Academy
University of Shanghai for Science and Technology
Shanghai Institute of Visual Arts
China Academy of Art
Zhejiang University
Zhejiang University of Technology
Southeast University
Nanjing University of the Arts
Soochow University
Wuhan University
Huazhong University of Science and Technology
Hubei Institute of Fine Arts
NYU Shanghai

Shanghai Conservatory of Music
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Teams must consist of at least two and no more than four participants
\ within the same university.
{
Each team participant is strongly encouraged to be currently enrolled in
one of the disciplines listed below, with verification provided by an
authorized university representative.

The following recommended discipline list is for general reference only.
For the list of specific disciplines, please refer to the official website.

Animation
Architecture
Communications
Computer Science
Construction/ Project Management
Creative Writing/ Screenwriting/ Playwriting
Design
Engineering
Fine Arts
Game Design / Game Development
Graphic Design / Communications Design
lllustration
Industrial Design
Interactive Media Design
Interior Design
Landscape Architecture
Media Production (Digital, TV, Film)
Theater Design and Production
Urban Planning
Visual Arts /or Development
Liberal Arts and Sciences (Creative & Artistic Direction)
Recording Arts ‘
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How to Enter

The team leader must submit the registration form on the official
website on behalf of the entire team on or before September 28, 2026.

Upon submitting the registration form, teams who are qualified for the
competition will receive an email confirmation to proceed with the
project design.

All qualified teams will finish their designs and upload the final
submissions on or before October 28, 2026.

Incentive

Finalist.Teams, accompanied by their corresponding authorized
university representatives, will win an immersive one-day trip in

, Shanghai Disney Resort, including:

* In-depth tour of Shanghai Disneyland guided by Imagineers

* Walt Disney Imagineering workshops to learn more about The Walt
Disney Company, the theme park industry and related design skills

* Disney University — training sessions on presentation skills

* Potential opportunity to join in the interview for an internship at
Shanghai Disney Resort

* Final presentation to Imagineers and leadership of Shanghai Disney
Resort to compete for first/second/third place

The winning team will additionally receive a Shanghai Disney Resort-
funded:

* One-week learning journey to Walt Disney Imagineering located in
the Hong Kong China and Shanghai China (Further details of the
itinerary will be advised in due course.)

* Internship opportunity at Shanghai Disney Resort

* Cash prize
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For more detailed information, please scan the QR code to visit the
‘ official competition website:
https://shcorporate.shanghaidisneyresort.com/en/category/creativity-en
Or email: shdr.imaginations.shanghai@disney.com
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